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Remembering

VIRSWYEE

n 7 July 2018, the Nanyang Family of Schools was

deeply saddened by the news of the passing

of Mrs Wee Kim Wee, Singapore’s well-loved
former First Lady and an illustrious alumna of Nanyang
Girls’ High School.

Always humble, gracious and kind, Mrs Wee was the
epitome of the school motto, a4 (Diligence,
Prudence, Respectability and Simplicity). In 2012, the
school was very privileged to have had the opportunity
to interview Mrs Wee, who was then 96. One year older
than her alma mater, she was the most senior alumna to
be featuredin the school’s 95th anniversary publication,
The Nanyang Journey: 95 Stories of Connected Lives.
To be a good mother and a good teacher had always
been the dream of Mrs Wee. She appreciated that her
teachers had taught her well and wanted to do the
same for the next generation of young people. Married
to Mr Wee Kim Wee at 19, Mrs Wee did not fulfill her
childhood dream to be a teacher, but in the eyes of her
children, she was an excellent educator and a great
role model.

AGM 2018
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Mrs Wee attended Nanyang from 1933, and shared
her children that her alma mater was already a v
forward-learning school in the 1930s. She remembe
that her school believed strongly in a holistic educati
for girls, and they all did sports, sewing, and civic an
moral education, which were seen to be as important as
academic learning.

The values she learnt in school influenced Mrs Wee
greatly, even when she became a wife and a mother
to seven children. They all remember her as kind and
generous, always giving support to the underprivileged. A
very good cook, Mrs Wee passed her culinary skills to her
children. Nanyang Girls' High School was deeply touched
when the Wee family volunteered to contribute a booth
selling Mrs Wee's signature Peranakan dishes at a large-
scale Homecoming Funfairin 2014 to bring generations of
Nanyang alumni together.

Singapore and the Nanyang Family of Schools will always
remember Mrs Wee for her warmth, compassion and
sincerity. She will always be in our hearts.
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MOAA-CAMNSODIA
CARE CENTRE PARTNERSHIP

The street children of Phnom Penh have an address they
call home, but it is a neighbourhood where many say is
a slum.

Since December 2014, NSAA made annual trips to the
Cambodia Care Centre for a service learning project.
The mission of the center was simple, to reach out to
street children who might have fallen through the socio-
economic gap. We hope to be of some assistance, be
it food, shelter or education. With the centre being an
established shelter for the displaced families, NSAA
worked to bring some smiles to the faces of those in
difficulties.

This year, NSAA brought in 315 kg of clothes and books
for the centre. We had hoped to chip in the on-going
upgrading works, such as re-tiling of the centre’s floors but
the mixing of the cement and laying of the ftiles required
skilled labour so we were tasked with filing in the gaps
between files. In retrospect, this was exactly what we had
hoped to do.

| had a chance to spend an hour with a fellow
Singaporean volunteering in Cambodia. She brought
me to two families living near the centre. This was the first
fime | learnt that one actually had to pay to live in a slum.
Rentalis priced at USD 25-35 a month, and electricity can
cost this much or more, depending on usage. Water is
cheaper but is unfiltered and stored in an earthen tank.

The first family was a 38 year-old lady with a 16 year-old
son. They had moved into the city from the couniry in
search of jobs but there was none to be found. She fell
illand had no money for treatment. Without the centre’s
help, she might not have survived. Yet, post recovery, all
she could afford was soy sauce and rice.

The second family was a 60 year-old granny
with two grandsons, one 5 and the

other 11, both small for their
age due to malnutrition.
Uneducated, she could

only make one USD a

day picking rubbish fo
support  the  family,
including her husband
who lost his left leg in
a land mine many
years ago.

Their stories are shared because NSAA has built a
relationship with this community through the centre. We
saw their needs and tried to help by distributing milk
powder and daily necessities to some 20 families.

Helping them help themselves

The cenfre’s main focus was to provide street children with
primary level education, giving them a means to make
their way in life. It also started a cottage industry for the
women in this community to sew their way out of poverty.

The centre fries ifs best but also sees its share of smiles and
tears. We see a refurning student who now serves as its
vice-principal. Yet, we also see a bright young student
who made it into the area’s private school but who had
fo dropout in order to support her three younger siblings
and a niece born to her 16 year old older sister who was
raped. This is their reality. Life is stark and choices are
made based on the need to survive.

This story, and the stories of many other street children, is
in strong contrast to the life that | know, making my visit
to the Daughters of Cambodia more poignant. An NGO,
it worked to provide sex workers a sustainable income
alternative, returning to them their dignity. Another NGO
| visited was Friends and Stuff. Being more established,
it is now managed by Cambodians but their mission as
a vocational fraining school for marginalised youths
remains the same.

The street children of Phnom Penh have an address they
call home, and we try to help where we can.

Pauline



ALUMNI TALK

TO YOUNG GRADUATES OF NANYANG GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL

2017 was a significant year for Nanyang as it celebrated its 100th anniversary. Nanyang is
special in many ways and one of the key things that Nanyang can be proud of would be
its alumni as well as the strong Nanyang spirit across many generations. On 2 November
2017, Nanyang Schools Alumni Association (NSAA) gave a talk to the graduating batch
of Secondary 4 students ahead of their Graduation Ceremony to invite them to continue
the legacy of alumni giving back to our beloved alma mater through the Youth Alumni.
Angeline Liu and Cindy Chng shared about the numerous local and overseas initiatives
organised by the NSAA and the Youth Alumni. They spoke of their personal experiences
of what atfracted them to join the alumni association and how the alumni activities
continued fo inspire them fo serve the Nanyang community. The Youth Alumni
Membership of NSAA has been set up since 25 May 2013 to provide a platform for
young graduates of Nanyang Girls’ High School (NYGH), Nanyang Primary School
(NYPS) and Nanyang Kindergarten (NYK) to contfinue to foster close tfies with the
Nanyang Family of Schools. Youth Alumni members are strongly encouraged to refurn
to the Nanyang Family of Schools to participate actively in the schools’ activities as
well as help in the schools’ development.

Cindy Chng
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NSAA

" P1 REGISTRATION TALK

The Nanyang Schools Alumni Association (NSAA) held its
annual Primary One Registration Talk at Nanyang Primary
School (NYPS) on 26 May 2018, Saturday. The talk was held
with the objective of providing more information on the
Primary One registration process and to serve as a platform
for NSAA members fo engage the school on common
queries on registratfion.

The talk saw keen participation, with over 350 attendees from
NSAA and members of the public. Prior to the start of the talk,
NSAA Chairwoman Mdm Chua Eng Eng gave an overview
of the NSAA and also took the opportunity to present NYPS
Principal Mdm Ler Jia Luen with NSAA’s donation for the school.

During the 2-hour session, NYPS Principal Mdm Ler Jia Luen
gave aftendees an overview of the 2018 Primary One
registration process and fielded a lively Q&A session where
queries over the registration process, timelines and school
programmes were answered. Feedback on the talk was
positive, with many noting that the Q&A session was a very

NEHQEREA

helpful avenue for them to gain clarity on details of the
registration. In particular, attendees appreciated Mdm Ler’s
candid sharing and patient explanation of the process. Many
attendees also found it a serendipitous occasion as they
reconnected with former classmates and fellow alumni at
the event.

The event was organized and run by NSAA together
with the support from a team of volunteers who worked
alongside NYPS staff in the set-up of the venue and
ushering of fraffic. Additionally, NSAA committee and
volunteers manned the registration, 2A1 letter collection
booths and set up a well-received child-care service with
art and craft acfivities to keep children well-entertained
while their parents attended the talk. The NSAA would like
to thank all attendees for their active participation, Mdm

Ler for helming the talk, and NS Iun’reers r making
the event possible!
Jovine Loy ‘
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ONE BELT, ONE ROAD, OUR FUTURE
B ) FlE= GLOBAL YOUTH SUMMIT
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The Belt and Road Our
Future summit was an

enriching educational
event. We were
tasked fo  prepare
presentations on how
the Belt and Road
Initiative  (BRI) would
affect our country.

My friends and | really
learnt a lot more about the

project through self-initiated research. For instance,
though Singapore is not directly connected to the
BRI frade routes, my group managed to probe
further, reading from several sources, to find out how
exactly Singapore will be affected by the initiative.
We discovered that Singapore has strengths in many
areas, like finance management, which will make it a
good partner to the participating countries. We were
extremely proud to present these findings that we

BT, RNESWT
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REFZFFRE R
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HIARR" , RATH AR b RATE FT

felt many of our peers from around the world might
not know, and which might potentially change their
perceptions of what Singapore is, as a nafion.

This summit extended beyond the presentations and
education to include hands-on activities and field
frips. One of the most memorable activities was the
stadium-design competition, where we were to design a
stadium for our country using craft materials like markers,
cardboard, tape and coloured paper. Our design had
to convey a sense of the Singaporean identity, so we
drew on Singapore's reputation as a garden city and,
using balloons, designed a cloud-shaped structure
plastered with green leaves and orchids. Others too had
beautiful designs that were well thought through, like the
Vietnamese group who designed an open-top stadium
shaped like their national flower, the lotus flower. All
groups had great designs and so we were really surprised
to win the prestigious awards - Judges' Honorary Award
and Audience Award.

Pok Rui En XI{EFF (414)
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Jayne Ngoh Ye Xin
Bronze medalist, 100m Hurdles

Tiffany Yau Jia Hui
and Celeste Ang
Jia Hui with Principal
Mdm Ng Chuen-Yin

At the last few hurdles of the race, | was neck to neck with

a competitor but | kept my composure and stayed focused.

I charged forward fo the finishing line with great precision to

clinch the third place. It was a moment of euphoria as | hugged

my feammates and | remember just having a sense of sheer excitement and

adrenaline rush through my veins. Realizing | had registered a new personal
best, | burst into tears of joy.

Track and Field is more than just winning medals and it is definitely about the
process, about the attitude that comes after each race and the experience.
It's been an incredible journey competing for NYGH with the support of the
school, peers and family. Four years in the sport has certainly been arduous,

but they have been nothing short of “fulfilling”.

Tiffany Yau Jia Hui
Overall Captain
NYGH Track & Field Team

During the national school games,
there were many ups and downs.
In the preliminary round of the long
jump event, | was unable to focus
on my run-up and technique. After 3
attempts, | was ranked 7th and ftotally
eclipsed by despair and stress.

At that moment, the lightning alert
came on and the competition was
put on hold. Luck was with me as
this break allowed me to reflect and
regain confidence in myself. | tried
my best to focus and stay composed.

When it was my furn to jump, |
recalled what my coach told me in
fraining that | just needed to perform
the same flawless routine that | had
done many times before. With that
in mind, | took a deep breath and
started my run-up. When | landed
in the sand pit and the official read
5.33m, | realized that | had executed
a personal best jump and also a gold
medal for NYGH.

This whole process has taught me
to learn to have faith in myself,
to not give up easily and to stay
composed at all times. It will stay
with me forever and guide me
through difficult times.

Team NYGH

Moment of glory

Eleanor Ku
Throws event Group Captain

| participated in the B division Javelin finals
feeling confident of attaining at least a top
8 as | had consistently broken my personal
best at the past few competitions.To my
disappointment, | was placed last, having
fouled all of my throws. | was distraught as
| had failed to meet my own expectations,
so naturally | broke down. My teammates
immediately came over to comfort me. It
was then that | realised that at the end of
the day, what mattered was not how far
one throws, how fast one can run or how
well one can jump but how a team works
together to support one another. | may not
have performed to the best of my ability at
this national meet but I'm glad for it, for the
invaluable experience | had.

I TO THE AIR FORCE MUSE

5UE WITH CEO, BOEING — MS LEANNE CARET

A visit fo the air force museum to see the Defence CEO of Boeing? We were
all a little awestruck and nervous at the idea of listening to someone holding

such an important position.

We thought we were in for a long talk in a huge auditorium, probably with

powerpoint slides, and maybe going up to the microphone to ask a question if we

were brave enough. What we did not expect was to have a chit-chat session, with 15 of us sitting on the floor
with one of the CEQOs of Boeing, Leanne Caret.

It was inspiring and eye opening to be talking to someone who was on Fortune Magazine's Most Powerful Women list!
As a female CEO in the aerospace industry mainly dominated by men, she was indeed living proof that anything is
possible. It really made us realise that only we could limit ourselves, not our gender.

Touring the air force museum, we saw the planes that played a
role in Singapore’s history - the first plane we ever owned, the
first helicopter to do a fly over with our flag at natfional day, and

bombs (but only duds)!

It was an especial experience to know a little more about the
field of defence work in Singapore.

Vanessa Ong Ching Shuen
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CLUSTER WEST 6 (CWé6) ANNUAL MALAY CULTURAL SHOWCASE 2018
ATTENDED BY SEC 4 MALAY (SPECIAL PROGRAMME) STUDENTS

The event took place at Zhenghua Secondary School, Acara ini felah dianjurkan oleh Sekolah Menengah
the organiser for the Annual Malay Cultural Showcase for  Zhenghua untuk sekolah-sekolah kelompok CWé. Tema
cluster schools in CWé. This year, the theme of the event  bagi acara tahun ini adalah ‘Inilah Warisan Kital’. Pelajar-
was ‘Inilah Warisan Kital’ — ‘This Is Our Heritage! ‘Students pelajar daripada pelbagai sekolah yang terlibat telah
from the different schools put up performances such as mengadakan persembahan seperti tarian fradisional
traditional Malay dance, kompang performance and Melayu, persembahan kompang dan juga nyanyian.
fraditional Malay songs. Pelajar-pelajar Menengah 4 Bahasa Melayu (Program

Khas) juga telah membuat satu persembahan gendang
Our students from the Sec 4 Malay (Special Programme)  dan kompang tradisional Melayu setelah menjalani safu

class staged a performance after learning to play the program pengayaan budaya di sekolah.
Malay traditional drums and percussion as part of their

enrichment programme. At their 10-session workshop in

———
semester 1, they learned the history of Malay music and
to play fraditional Malay drums such as kompang, hadrah
and jidur.
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VISIT TO GEYLANG SERAI
RAMADAN BAZAAR

5 girls also went on a self-discovery journey to Geylang Serai & the Ramadan Bazaar. They infe
some members of the local Malay community, tried Malay food at the bazaar and learned about the
traditional clothes. The students also spoke with an officer at the Muslim Converts Association of Singa
learn more about the significance of the fasting month as well as the organisation and its work.

——

HARI RAYA VISIT TO
A MALAY FAMILY HOME

The MSP class also visited one of their teachers
for Hari Raya and were infroduced to the
different Malay kueh as well as other fraditional
Malay food. During the visit, the students were
given the opportunity to interact with the family
and speak in Malay. They had a special time
learning first-hand about the fradition and
customs of visiting during Hari Raya.
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FROM CONSUMERS TO CR

To develop our students to be future ready, Nanyang
Primary School has heralded in a new era that calls
for a change of mindset embodied in the 4 key shifts :
From Communicator to Connector, From Consumer to
Creator, From Results-focused to Process-focused and
From Achiever to Inspirer. We envision our students fo
be connectors and influencers in a globalised world.
We hope fo inspire an unyielding spirit of perseverance
and inculcate a healthy appreciation of processes. To
this end, our teachers have embarked on the Nanyang
Maker Programme with our students.

The Nanyang Maker Programme is borne from the
vision that all Nanyang students can be mindful makers
and social entrepreneurs. The guiding philosophy of
the Maker Programme ensures a student-centered
and unstructured approach that focuses on the joy of
learning, allowing students to appreciate the process
instead of the end product and to embrace failures. It
is also supported by project work which is based on the
principles of Design Thinking.

Our students have engaged in various Maker-related
activities that serve to develop their outward and growth
mindset. Primary 3 to Primary 5 students have taken part
in enriching post-examination Maker Activities. Primary
3 students have also made use of problem-solving
approaches to define real-life problems that they observed
in school. The Primary 4 and 5 students also experimented
with a variety of coding and robotics platforms which
ignited their passion in computing. In addition, it had been
a meaningful session for the Lab-On-Wheels team as our
P5 students had fun while learning more about technology
and media on board the IMDA Lab-On- Wheels.

To encourage our students to become Creators, NYPS
has also infroduced the LEGO Wall. It has become the
centrepiece of our library’'s Makerspace, attracting
sfudents to visit during their recesses. They can create
innovative structures using the LEGO pieces, limited only
by theirimagination.

Mdm Wong Ching Min
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